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the mouth of Black River. Here on the left comes in Little River;
just beyond that the Ouachita, and on the right the Tensas.
These three rivers form the Black River. Troy, or a portion of
it, is situated on and around three large Indian mounds, cir-
cular in shape, which rise above the present water about twelve
feet. They are about one hundred and fifty feet, in diameter,
and are about two hundred yards apart. The houses are all built
between these mounds, and hence are all flooded to a depth of
eighteen indies on their floors.

These elevations, built by the aborigines hundreds of years
ago, are the only points of refuge for miles. When we arrived
we found them crowded with stock, all of which was thin and
hardly able to stand up. They were mixed together, sheep, hogs,
horses, mules, and cattle. One of these mounds has been used
for many years as the graveyard, and to-day we saw attenuated
cows lying against the marble tombstones, chewing their cud
in contentment, after a meal of corn furnished by General York,
Here, as below, the remarkable skill of the women and girls in
the management of the smaller pirogues was noticed. Children
were paddling about in these most ticklish crafts with all the
nonchalance of adepts.

General York has put into operation a perfect system in re-
gard to furnishing relief. He makes a personal inspection of
the place where it is asked, sees what is necessary to be done,
and then, having two boats chartered, with flats, sends them
promptly to the place, when the cattle are loaded and towed to
the pine hills and uplands of Catahoula. He has made Troy his
headquarters, and to this point boats come for their supply of
feed for cattle. On the opposite side of Little River, which
branches to the left out of Black, and between it.and the Oua*
chita, is situated the town of Trinity, which is hourly threatened
with destruction. It is much lower than Troy, and the water is
eight and nine feet deep in the houses. A strong current sweeps
jferough it, and it is remarkable that all of its houses have not
gfcne before. The residents of both Troy and Trinity have been